
Minutes of the SCF AGM held at 
11:00 at Winchester Racquets and 
Fitness on 19th November 2019 

 
Present: 
 
Aldermaston: — 
Basingstoke: Ian Harrison 
Blewbury: Steve Fisher (Secretary), Paul Wolff 
Bransgore: — 
Caversham: Brian Jamieson, Carol Jamieson 
Dogmersfield: Roger Barnacle 
East Dorset: Garry Brennan 
Eynsham: — Roger Booth, Neil Stewart 
Great Bedwyn: — 
Hamptworth: Richard Jenkins, Janet Trueman 
Harwell: — 
High Wycombe: Richard Peperell, Ian Shore, David Warhurst 
Littleton: Clive Thompsett 
Lymington: — 
Oxford University: — 
Phyllis Court: Frances Colman , Chris Roberts (Chairman), Pauline Wood, Raymond Wood 
Ryde: Harry Oldham, Roy Tillcock 
Test Valley: Trevor Hook, Chris Wallis 
Thames Valley: Jean Hammond, Lesley Hunter, Gillian Pett 
Winchester: — 
Wingrave: — 
Winslow: John Beckerleg (Treasurer) 
 
 
Apologies - Art Wardle and Barry Dench (Bransgore), Peter Allan (Harwell), Norma Rayne 
(Thames Valley), Alex Ball (Basingstoke), Richard Keighley(Wingrave) 
 
The meetings started with a period of silence to remember Martin Brandt, a former SCF 
Chairman, long time SCF AC Leagues manager and Chairman of Basingstoke CC, 
who died last year. Ian Harrison wrote: 
 
 



 Martin Brandt 
1949 – 2018 

Martin Brandt 

There is a thriving Croquet Club in Basingstoke, largely due to the efforts of one 
individual, Martin Brandt. Having learned garden croquet at an early age, Martin – 
like many others – was seized by the bug and continued playing for as long as he 
possibly could.He died on 15 November 2018 as a result of illness that had plagued 
him for much of his adult life. He confounded the medical prognoses but, eventually, 
things caught up with him. 

Martin was a founder member of Basingstoke Croquet Club in 1984, was never off 
the Committee; he was Chairman at the time of his death and had been for over 20 
years.He was also AC Leagues co-ordinator of the Southern Croquet Federation and 
had been its Chairman for many years.Martin’s personal life was clouded in sadness, 
having lost his first wife, Belinda, in tragic circumstances. He remarried Iryna  – and 
taught her to play croquet! He was noted for taking croquet kit to work (for SSE) and 
setting up on a patch of grass at the office for some lunchtime practice.One or two 
current members of the Club joined as a result! In spite of his illness and a move to 
the Abingdon area, he was able to see in the move of Basingstoke Croquet Club to 
new facilities in 2018 and he has left the Club in good form for the future. 

Ian Harrison 

1. Minutes of the 2018 AGM 
Pauline Wood proposed that these be accepted as a true record. This was seconded by 
Carole Jamieson and passed unanimously. There were no matters arising. 



2. Changes to the constitution 
Steve Fisher, on behalf of the committee, presented proposed changes to the constitution 
He explained that the changes were intended to: 

● Produce a simpler AGM voting procedure – 1 vote per club where the 
chairman has a casting vote as discussed briefly last year. 

● Remove the CA rep as an elected committee person  – the representative 
should be an ex officio member of the committee and have the same voting 
rights as directly elected members. 

● Add an extra role on the committee – that of webmaster. This was considered 
desirable to ensure that the committee can have appropriate proper control of 
the information on the SCF website. 

To achieve these aims the following specific changes were proposed where the 
numbers refer to the then active constitution 

8 CONDUCT OF MEETINGS replace the first sentence by:  “At a General Meeting, Full 
Member Clubs shall have one vote.” 

9 COMMITTEE  add before  “Regional Representative on the Council of the CA” the new role 
“the webmaster of the federation website, ”  Change  “The committee members shall be 
elected annually at the AGM” to “The committee members, other than the  Regional 
Representative on the Council of the CA, shall be elected annually at the AGM. 

10 REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ON COUNCIL of the CROQUET ASSOCIATION Delete 
the whole section. 

Since advising clubs of these proposed changes, it has been pointed out that a couple of 
words in the text remain in the plural rather than being in the singular following the proposed 
change to one club - one vote. Steve proposed that these small grammatical errors should 
be corrected at the same time. Ian Shore proposed and and Janet Trueman seconded the 
proposal which was passed unanimously.  

Roger Barnacle asked if there was a proxy vote mechanism in place. This will be considered 
next year along with a large number of other small grammatical and capitalisation issues. 

3. Reports 
As these had been made available before the meeting only discussion is reported 
here.  



3.1. Chairman – Chris Roberts 
No discussion 

3.2. Treasurer – John Beckerleg 
The accounts had been Independently examined by Raymond Wood. Ian Shore was of the 
opinion that our balance was too high and suggested that there should be a plan to use the 
surplus wisely. He also wanted to have a document which explained what were the rules for 
a club to access the money. He was told that the rules were the same as those of the CA 
and that any application for funds from both the SCF or the CA would go through the SCF 
development officer.  

Clive Thompsett (Littleton) proposed that the accounts. Ian Harrison seconded this and the 
motion was passed nem con. [Secretary’s note: With the new voting procedure it is hard to 
recognise a unanimous vote without identifying who carries the vote for each club] 

Raymond Wood suggests we should invest in younger croquet players. Chris reminds the 
meeting that do we want to use the money for development of croquet and that training fees 
paid for the benefit of the croquet community rather than the individual can be reimbursed.  

John Beckerleg proposed that the subscriptions should be unchanged. This was seconded 
by Ian Shore and passed nem con. Ian Shore proposed that Raymond Wood should be 
invited to be our examiner of accounts. This was seconded by Brian Jamieson and also 
passed nem con. 

3.3. AC league manager – David Warhurst 
David summarised the outcome of the three AC Leagues. The handicap league final he 
explained was still to be played between Oxford University and Winchester. This arose due 
to tardy scheduling of matches and inclement August weather leading to postponements of 
key matches. 
 
To address this issue in 2020, David proposed the concept of a published schedule of 
matches as a starting framework for match planning. This has been used successfully in 
other Federations. The discussion that followed was inconclusive in its support for the 
approach. It was acknowledged by the meeting that this was a difficult issue and David was 
given a mandate to adopt a fresh and stricter approach to ensuring matches are played 
before the season deadline. 

3.4. GC league manager – Roy Tillcock 
Roy presented his thoughts following on from the responses to his recent questions to GC 
captains. If too many clubs join the handicap league for just a North and South division then 
a central division will be introduced. This will probably not be needed this year. Four clubs 
have expressed an interest in the new 3+ league. People are generally in favour of the 



removal of the doubles games from level play leagues as there is no problem with drawn 
matches as it is a league not a knockout. Janet Trueman thought retaining a doubles game 
might encourage weaker players - however it is the strongest two players that take part in 
the doubles.  A suggestion was made that doubles league should have restricted handicaps. 
This ideas was dismissed as it would exclude those clubs where their members do not have 
handicaps. Roy and Chris believe that dynamic grading rather than handicap should be used 
to sort the order of players in a team. This is because the dynamic grade has better 
statistical behaviour. Roy will consult captains of level play leagues to decide upon the 
method to be used to determine ranking. 
 

3.5. Tournament officer – Richard Jenkins 
Littleton will not be co-hosting the Armada - it will be at Winchester only. 

3.6. Coaching officer – Ian Harrison 
Neil Stewart asked how Eynsham is to be supported and if GC coaching pods, such as they 
have in Cheltenham, could be introduced. Ian said that people should contact him to 
determine the best solution. He felt that coaching pods, which do work well for AC were hard 
to make work for GC. 

3.7. Development officer – Barry Dench 
It was noted that Barry has been a very good development officer. He was not present 
because of family matters. 

3.8. Handicapping officer for GC – Chris Roberts 
No discussion. 

3.9. Handicapping officer for AC  – Frances Colman 
No discussion. 

3.10. SCF representative on council – Frances Colman 
 
David asks Frances when the new AC handicap card will be out. She answered that a new 
one has just been approved. It is smaller and more like the old one. A GC one will also be 
coming out - with the request it be on a paler green card. 
 
She was asked what is the measure of success off Countryfile Live. Nobody knew of 
evidence of direct benefits but Chris mentioned that it does raise awareness which may 
bring people to croquet later. 



4. Short Croquet 
Steve Fisher reported that the CA had proposed a new format for the National Short Croquet 
competition. The old format was not liked because of handicap restrictions and too much 
travel. In the new format each federation puts forward one team to the national final. This 
assumes a mechanism within a federation (such as a league) to choose the team from one 
of its clubs. The SCF had carried out a survey of all its clubs and found that a few clubs had 
tried but it had not taken off. Only Blewbury were keen to promote short croquet so the 
federation’s response to the CA was not encouraging. The Blewbury committee believe that 
SC is a good game in its own right and a stepping stone to regular AC and would like the 
federation to find a team to take part - the most obvious route is to set up an SC league. 
David Warhurst, the AC leagues manager has no problem with this. So Steve requested that 
a league be created and we can then see how many clubs enter. Chris said that if the league 
does not work this year then Blewbury could represent the federation. 
 

5. Prize giving 
This was actually carried out at the end of the meeting. The winners are listed on the roll of 
honour on the website (https://southern-croquet.org.uk/roll-of-honour/) and below. In addition 
High Wycombe (as the representative of the SCF) had won the new GC Federations Shield, 
which was re-presented at this meeting. 
 

AC A-Level League High Wycombe 

AC B-Level League High Wycombe 

AC Handicap League To be decided: 
Winchester v Oxford University 

AC Champion of Champions Handicap 
Tournament 

Peter Allan (Harwell) 

AC ‘Armada’ Handicap Doubles 
Tournament 

Peter Adams & John Wakeford (Caversham) 

GC Level League Phyllis Court ‘A’ 

GC Handicap League Phyllis Court ‘B’ 

GC One Court Clubs League Caversham 

GC Doubles Only League High Wycombe 

GC Champion of Champions Handicap 
Tournament 

Tim O'Donnell (Hamptworth) 

GC ‘Solstice’ Doubles Tournament Rob Chatwin & Richard Skidmore (Wingrave) 

https://southern-croquet.org.uk/roll-of-honour/


 
 

6. Election of committee 
Chris reminded the meeting that a changing committee  is a sign of good health and that 
people should consider putting themselves forward to join the committee. For this year we 
have exactly one person for each post - but no club member as set out in the table below: 

Chairman Chris Roberts 

Secretary Brian Jamieson 

Treasurer John Beckerleg 

AC leagues manager David Warhurst 

GC leagues manager Roy Tillcock 

Development Peter Allan 

Coaching Ian Harrison 

AC handicapper Richard Peperell 

GC handicapper Richard Jenkins 

Tournament officer Richard Jenkins 

Webmaster Steve Fisher 

Club member  

Raymond Wood proposed that the committee shown above should be elected. This was 
seconded by Neil Stewart and approved nem con. 

7. AOB 
Janet Trueman thanked Chris and the rest of the committee for their work over the year. 

The meeting finished at 13:30  
Steve Fisher (retiring secretary to the SCF) 

 


